Boyertown cancer memorial garden wins two state horticultural awards
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BOYERTOWN –– The Sandy Neiman Cancer Memorial Garden is receiving two prestigious awards from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society for its design and what the space stands for.

Garden designer Scott Rothenberger said the garden will receive two awards, the Distinguished Garden Award and the Community Greening Award, which are important because the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society is a “very distinguished” organization that is highly regarded horticulturally on a national level.

The concept behind the design of the garden, located in Boyertown Bear Stadium, is symbolically reminiscent of two clasping hands of friendship, represented by two intersecting curved walls, with the entire space surrounded by perennials, grasses, shrubs, flowering trees and ground covers, Rothenberger explained.

“It’s a place to reflect, to meditate, to pray and to become one with nature,” he added. “We have also been able to bring the community together and provide a space of solitude for everyone affected by cancer.”

The garden was first recognized by the society with the Distinguished Garden Award in the spring of 2010 when the garden was included in its Garden Visits Tour.

“It was an honor for the cancer memorial garden to be included on this tour because normally it is only for private gardens, but the planning committee was so moved by the design and the meaning behind the garden that they decided to include it on the tour,” he said.

During that tour, one of the visitors nominated it for the society’s 2010 Community Greening Award, which it won against 80 other gardens that were nominated.

Requirements for the Greening Award include an effort to improve public spaces, such as streets, parks and more.

Rothenberger will travel to Philadelphia on Nov. 7 to receive the award, but explains the awards are for everyone in the community.

“I remember back when the Building a Better Boyertown organization conducted a survey many years ago as to what the citizens of Boyertown wanted to have more of in our town, and I remember that there was a request for more community green spaces,” he said. “With the cancer memorial garden, we have achieved that and in the meantime, received very distinguished awards.”

The garden was dedicated to the community during the 2009 Boyertown Relay for Life, and was used as a backdrop for the sunrise church service during the 2010 Relay.

"A tradition that I hope will continue," said Rothenberger.
